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Reflection on The Construction and Reinforcement of Myths of Race and Crime
Based on this week's reading, The Construction and Reinforcement of Myths of Race and Crime by Matthew Robinson, it is evident that myths of race and crime initially beings at the law-making stage. Besides, the law is the dictating aspect of what the courts, the corrections, and the police do. Surprisingly, I learned that the media constantly seem to broadcast as well as displaying a celebratory aspect of the criminal justice activities. Hence, it seems like the reinforcement and creation of race and crime myths are a systematic and cyclical process (Robinson, 2000). Notably, the key elements of this process are the crime legislation, the media coverage on the issue of crime as well as the criminal justice agencies' activities. Besides, the process seems to be reinforced by a stereotype of criminals as the poor, young, Blacks, and people from the minority groups.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on the provided reading, there are three types of myths that Robinson has demonstrated. The first myth is that the crime label is the function of what is most harmful to society. The second myth that I identified is that African Americans offend more than the other groups in the community. Lastly, the article reveals that the Criminal Justice System (CJS) is perceived to be unbiased or fair (Robinson, 2000). Therefore, to understand that these three myths are not truths, Robinson argues that there is a serious need for an in-depth examination of several factors. This includes examining the reason behind the Blacks and other minority groups' overrepresentation in the Criminal Justice System. We should also question the myths as to whether the overrepresentation is a result of criminal behaviors that lead to the commission of punishable offenses. According to Robinson, these myths seem to be the reason being the racial disparities in the CJS.  The article also demonstrates that the racial disparities are actually worse in the modern era than in the pre-civil rights era (Robinson, 2000).
 Arguably, these myths are the main reason behind the engagement of the Criminal Justice System in new racial segregation ways. A good example is punishment, where Black Americas are more likely to serve jail time after a case trial because the prosecutors highly recommend criminal sanctions against them. Besides, the myths have resulted in the perception that Black crimes have special sentencing laws which are not applicable for the crimes committed by their White counterparts (Robinson, 2000). Overall, the article seems to provide an arguable reason why the Blacks do not trust the Criminal Justice System. This is because they feel that they are racially profiled, the police tend to be more brutal while dealing with them, and they experience prosecutorial abuse. Besides, all these factors are directly related, if not influenced by the myths discussed by Robinson.
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